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LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

in full force and effect from and after said first da:y 
of July, one thonsand nine hundred twenty-one. 

APPROVED-The IGth rlay of May, A. D. 1!)21. 

No. 280. 

AN ACT 

Wl\f. C. SPROUL. 

To anwn<l section five hurnlr<'<l ten of the act, approved the four
te<'nth <lay of .July. orn• thunsan<l nint' hnn<lrerl seventet'n (Pam
phlet J::aws, eight. h.u!1dre<l forty), entitkd "An. act concerning 
townslnps; anrl rensrng, amcndmg, and eonsohdat:ng the luw 
relating thereto.'" 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c. fhat section five hun
dred ten of the act, approved the fmirtcenth day of 
July, one thousand nine hundred seventeen (Pamphlet 
Laws, eight hundred forty), entitled "An act conc<>rn
ing townships; and revising, amending, and com:oli<lat
ing the law relating thereto," which reads as follows:-

"Section 510. The wi<lth of a public road in town
ships of the first class shall not exceed eighty feet," is 
hereby amended to read as follows:-

Section 510. The width of a public road in town
ships of the first class shall not be less than thirty. 
three feet nor rnore than one hundred and twenty 
feet. 

APPROVED-The 16th day of May, A. D. 1!)21. 

No. 281. 

AN ACT 

WM. C. SPROUL. 

Providing for the purchase of land and the erection and improve
ment of buildings, by counties of the fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, 
and eighth classes, for the purpose of providing u home for indi
gent orphans and certain illcorrigihle, indigent, dependent, and 
neglcctccl children; providing for the maintenance, regulation, 
and management of such homes, an<l for commitments thPrcto 
by juv<'nile courts, the directors of the poor, and the county com
missioners. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the county com
missioners of any county of the fourth, fifth, sixth, 
seventh, and eighth class, by and with the approval 
of the grand jury and of the court of quarter sesRions 
of the peace of the county, shall have the authority, 
and are hereby authorized, to purchase a farm or plot 
of ground within the county, and erect buildings there
on, or add to and improve buildings already erected, 
and make improvements thereon and thereto, as may 
be convenient and necessary for the use and purpose 
of providing a home within the county for the keeping, 
care, education, and training of all indigent orphans 
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dependent upon the public for support and not other
wise provided for, incorrigible, indigent, dependent, 
and neglected children of either sex, under sixteen 
years of age, who shall be committed to said home by ~t°'~l:l}~~~~t 
the court of quarter session,s of the peac<:. acting as to home. 

juvenile court of the county, or by the county COllllllis.-
sioners, poor directors of said county, or the poor direc-
tors of any district within the county, by and with the 
consent of the juvenile court of the county, and pay .for 
the same out of the public funds belonging to the said 
county. 

Section 2. The courts, county commissioners, poor ~'~'g'.i~~·~";t 
directors, or any other authority, before making orders to c~re or 

for the commitment of children to said "Children's inctividu•
1
"· 

Home," shall place them first, as far as possible, in care 
and custody of persons having the same religious be-
lief as the parents of the child, or with some associa-
tion which is controlled by persons of such religious 
belief, and shall, as far as possible, provide in making 
orders of commitment that the care, custody, and dis-
cipline of the child shall be as nearly as possible that 
which should be given by its parents. In all cases r1actng ot 

h ·. b l d h h'ld h 11 b I d children in w ere It can e proper y one, t e c I · s a e pace private homes. 

in an approved family home, and become a member of 
the family by legal adoption or otherwise. T.he court, Ph;v•it>al 

before making a final order for the commitment of any ol'~n 
child to said "Children's Home," shall cause said child 
to be examined by a competent physician, and shall 
obtain a full report as to the physical and mental con-
dition of said child, together wJth a certificate of the 
examining physician that said child is not suffering 
from any physical or mental condition whieh will inter-
fere with its proper care, treatment, or training in said 
"Children's Home" or with the proper care, treatment, 
or training of the other children in said home. 

Section 3. That said land, when purchased, shall be Name of home. 

deeded to the county, and shall be known as "Children's 
Home," and shall be thereafter supported and main- ~~m~a~~~. 
tained by the county out of the public funds of the said 
county. 

Section 4. The said county commissioners are here
by authorized to receive, from time to time, donations, 
gifts, legacies, endowments, devises, and conveyance or 
conveyances of property, either real or personal, that 
may be made, given, or granted towards .the support 
and maintenance of said "Children's Home," and use 
the same for said purpose. , 

CoUlltY 
commissioners 
may receive 
donations. 

Section 5. Said county commissioners shall have Powers of 
county 

full control of said "Children's Home," and of the in, cGmmissioners. 

mates therein, and may, with the consent and approval 
of, and subject to terms stipulated by, the juvenile 
court, place the said inmates, or any one or more of 
them, in private homes, to be kept and maintained in 
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said private homes, having due regard to the religious 
belief of the parents of such inmate as provided in 
section two; and the county commissioners, with the 
consent and approval of, and subject to terms stipulat
ed by, the juvenile court, may discharge from said home 
any inmate when, in their discretion, the county com
missioners consider said inmate capable and able to 
care for himself or herself, or for any other sufficient 
reason. 

Section 6. Said county commissioners shall have 
authority, and they are hereby authorized, in the sup
port, cond·Jct, and management of said "Children's 
Home," to employ a superintendent and such other 
teachers, employes, and other assistants as may be 
necessary, to keep said children or inmates properly 
clothed, fed, and cared for in sickness and in health, 
and to make proper provisions for giving said inmates 
instructions in reading, writing, arithmetic, drawing, 
duties of citizenship, and such branches as may be 
deemed requisite for a good English education, which 
instruction shall be subject to the provisions of the act 
approved the eighteenth day of May, one thousand 
nine hundred and eleven (Pamphlet Laws, three hun
dred nine), and known as the school code, its amend
ments and supplements, and shall be under the direc
tion of the county superintendents of schools. 

Section 7. It shall be lawful for said county com" 
missioners to employ and require the inmates commit
ted in said "Children's Home" to do and perform any 
work, in said home or on said farm, not beyond their 
strength and not interfering with their attendance at 
school during school hours established by said institu
tion. 

Section 8. Said county commissioners shall have 
authority to adopt all necessary by-law, rules, and reg
ulations, not inconsistent with the Constitution and 
laws of this Commonwealth, for the control, conduct, 
and management of said "Children's Home." 

Section 9. Said county commissioners shall have 
authority, and are hereby authorized, at any time after 
purchase of said farm or- property, to buy and purchase 
any additional land and erect additional buildings from 
time to 1}me as the circumstances and requirements of 
the said "Children's Home" shall require, and pay for 
the same out of the funds of the said county, by and 
with the approval of the grand jury and of the court of 
quarter sessions of the peace of the said county. 

APPROVETh-The 16th day of May, A. D. 1921. 

WM. C. ~PROUL. 
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